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Jill Fulton - Fuel To The Fire 
Format: CD - Digital / Label: Own Management 
Release Date: May 22, 2019       Text: Peter Marinus
Jill Fulton from Churchville, Maryland was born to perform. She has been doing that since she was three!
I was quite enthusiastic about her debut album ’Southern Breeze ' from 2018. I already noticed the soulful, sultry voice of Jill. Jill was mainly in the country corner on that album. That has changed a bit on her latest album. 
Indeed, there are quite a few bluesy songs on the album, alongside some AOR-oriented ballads, where the country sound can still be found occasionally.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The album opens bluesy with the lazy, relaxed Mean Streak , which is reminiscent of Alannah Myles in style, but with soulful warm vocals and pretty popping guitar work. Anger is reminiscent of "The Thrill Is Gone" and sounds very relaxed and soulful with again excellent powerful guitar work. 
Fuel To The Fire opens with raw John Lee Hooker-like guitar riffs and is a nice pumping song. The blameless Senseless is more focused on the American AOR market . Austin Callin ' goes more towards the Americana sound of Tom Petty but then diluted considerably with AOR. Thanks to Jill's weathered warm voice, this number remains on the safe (= not too polished) side of the line. Dark Horse is a sparkling song with a drive that you previously encountered with bands like the E-Street Band and Tom Petty's Heartbreakers and that is certainly a compliment for the band! ' 
Bar Fly swings lightly with a hefty zydeco tick in which you can also hear the necessary country sounds. She Hung Up That Dress is a ballad that soothes comfortably. In this case it does not matter at all that this number is in the AOR corner because here we "just" have a great country pop ballad. 
Then the blues returns in the powerful rocking Backseat in which Jill invites you to take a seat with her in the back seat of her car. Because of that thought, it took me a little more effort than usual to keep focusing on this song. Eventually I succeeded and I came to the conclusion that this is a "nice song". 
In One Good Cry you can hear Jill at its most fragile in an intimate ballad with soft bluesy guitar work. Then the band goes wild in the "Black Velvet" -like Peculiar Kind of Love with Jill in a fierce mood, accompanied by powerful guitar riffs.   The album ends with the fragile AOR ballad In the Dark .
I am glad that Jill went a bit more bluesy on her second album. That results in a great album by a great singer. And again I am impressed by her!
Fuel to the Fire track list: 
01.Mean Streak 
02. Anger 
03. Fuel to The Fire 
04. Senseless 
05. Austin Callin 
06. Dark Horse 
07. Bar Fly 
08. She Hung Up That Dress 
09. Backseat 
10. One Good Cry 
11. Peculiar Kind of Love 
12. In the Dark
Website: WWW.JILLFULTONBAND.COM 
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